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The Eighth Circuit Judicial Learning Center is currently displaying  The Verdict of History :
Examining Missouri’s Judicial Record, an Exhibit of the Missouri State Archives.  The
exhibit is on loan until November 15th, 2006 from the Missouri State Archives, through the
Office of the Secretary of State, Robin Carnahan.

The exhibit focuses on a small handful of prominent Missouri cases that involved historical
figures and important decisions throughout the state’s rich and lively legal history.  Legal
decisions involving Dred Scott, Merriweather Lewis, Jesse James’ brother Frank James and The
Estate of Harry Truman are featured. 

The exhibit has been made available due to the creation of a State Documents Preservation Fund
which allows the Missouri State Archives to retain and use all monies received from gifts,
bequests, or contributions to help preserve and make its holdings available to the public in the
form of traveling exhibits and other media.  Included in the Archive’s collections are court
records dating from 1783.   The Missouri State Archives has improved access to these records to
promote understanding of the judiciary’s role in a democratic society. 


